Grade 4

Mrs. Tiernay & Mrs. Osiel
Portable 2 & Portable 3
Fourth grade is a year of challenges, changes, and celebrations. In the Junior Grades children become much more organized and self-sufficient with their learning as they experience a change in focus from ‘learning to read’, to ‘reading to learn’.  Fourth grade is full of fun and exciting curriculum and your child will be given many opportunities to explore, inquire, and construct their understanding.  We look forward to joining you in partnership as we achieve our goals in 4th grade.
We will work together with the support of:

Mme. Floros ..........................................................................................French

Ms. Dawes & Ms. Laderman..................................................................Music

Ms. Rawlins…………....………………………………………............................................M.A.R.T.

Ms. Griever, Ms. Schneider, Mme Ioanidis & Mme Floros.. .........E.S.L.
In each curriculum area, students will develop strengths in:

Knowledge and Understanding: Subject-specific content and the comprehension of its meaning and significance
Thinking: The use of critical and creative thinking skills
Communication: The expression of meaning through various forms to a variety of audiences 

Application:  The use of knowledge and skills to make connections within and between various contexts.
Accordingly, students will be evaluated on their: 
· understanding of basic concepts; 

· planning, processing, creative and critical thinking skills; 

· ability to communicate knowledge; and 

· ability to relate and connect what they learn to the world around them. 

Evidence of student achievement will be gathered through a variety of means, including:

· observing students as they demonstrate their skills (e.g., during investigations); 

· measuring performance against rubrics and exemplars 

· listening to and talking with students (e.g., oral questions, conferencing, debates, oral presentations, role-plays) 

· administering paper and pencil assessment (e.g., CASI reading assessment, written assignments, quizzes, reports, tests). 

Note: The attached curriculum expectations have been taken directly from the Ontario Curriculum, Grades 1-8, published by the Ministry of Education and Training.  For more information, check the Ministry website at www.edu.gov.on.ca
NEVER LET HOMEWORK DRAG ON ALL NIGHT
The only thing accomplished by allowing a child to linger on their homework hour after hour with very little performance, is increased feelings of inadequacy. If this occurs, end the work period after a reasonable period of time and write the teacher a note explaining the circumstances. 
Recent studies have shown that daily reading is one of the most important homework activities for school achievement and life-long learning.  Therefore, reading every night for a minimum of 30 minutes is strongly encouraged.
Language Arts:

Reading Overall Expectations:

By the end of Grade 4, students will:

• read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary, graphic, and informational

texts, using a range of strategies to construct meaning;

• recognize a variety of text forms, text features, and stylistic elements and demonstrate

understanding of how they help communicate meaning;

• use knowledge of words and cueing systems to read fluently;

• reflect on and identify their strengths as readers, areas for improvement, and the strategies


they found most helpful before, during, and after reading.

Reading Classroom Focus:
	Report One
	Report Two

	 Comprehension Strategies

  - activating prior knowledge/making connections, visualizing, predicting, finding important ideas, making inferences, questioning 

 Text Patterns

- narrative, description, cause and effect, sequence, question and answer 

 Text Features

- titles and headings, charts and diagrams

Text Forms

-  variety of text forms

Fluency - reading familiar words 
	Comprehension Strategies

- summarizing, retelling, making inferences, evaluating and synthesizing

Text Patterns

- problem solution, compare and contrast

 Text Features

 – labelled diagrams

Text Forms

-  variety of text forms

Fluency - reading unfamiliar words, readers’ theatre


Writing Overall Expectations:

By the end of Grade 4, students will:

• generate, gather, and organize ideas and information to write for an intended purpose

and audience;

• draft and revise their writing, using a variety of informational, literary, and graphic forms

and stylistic elements appropriate for the purpose and audience;

• use editing, proofreading, and publishing skills and strategies, and knowledge of language

conventions, to correct errors, refine expression, and present their work effectively;

• reflect on and identify their strengths as writers, areas for improvement, and the strategies


they found most helpful at different stages in the writing process.
Writing Classroom Focus:

	Report One
	Report Two

	 Writing Process 
 - pre-writing, drafting and revising

 6 + 1 Traits

 – ideas, organization, voice and word choice, 
Word Study 

           - Form and Style – Idioms and similes, sentence patterns, similes, simple and compound sentences, alliteration
           - Language conventions – dictionary skills, grammar, capitalization
	 Writing Process

 - drafting & revising, editing & proof-reading , publishing & sharing

6 + 1 Traits

-  fluency, conventions, publishing

Word Study 

                 - Form and Style – similes, simple and compound sentences, alliteration

                 - Language conventions – dictionary skills, grammar, punctuation, root words




Oral and Visual Communication Overall Expectations:

By the end of Grade 4, students will:

• listen in order to understand and respond appropriately in a variety of situations for a variety of purposes;

• use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with different audiences

for a variety of purposes;

• reflect on and identify their strengths as listeners and speakers, areas for improvement,


and the strategies they found most helpful in oral communication situations.
Oral and Visual Communication Classroom Focus:

	Report One
	Report Two

	 - common courtesies in conversation,

 - visualize while you listen
 - use appropriate words and phrases to communicate meaning

 - identify important information while you listen

-  Inferring while you listen


	-  ask questions to gather information and clarify understanding

-  make meaning clear

-  practice effective speaking

-  communicate in a clear manner for oral reports and book -talks
- deal with conflicting viewpoints




Media Overall Expectations:

By the end of Grade 4, students will:

• demonstrate an understanding of a variety of media texts;

• identify some media forms and explain how the conventions and techniques associated

with them are used to create meaning;

• create a variety of media texts for different purposes and audiences, using appropriate

forms, conventions, and techniques;

•reflect on and identify their strengths as media interpreters and creators, areas for

improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful in understanding and creating

media texts.

Media Classroom Focus:

	Report One
	Report Two

	· Identify purpose and audience

· Identify characteristics of posters

· Explain conventions of book covers

-  Use overt and implied messages in packaging
           -  Conventions and techniques
	· Express opinions

· Point of view

· Identify characteristics of media forms

 - Explain how conventions convey meaning


The Importance of Mathematics:

Mathematics is a key element of the curriculum.  When students learn mathematics, they do more than master basic skills; they acquire a concrete and powerful means of communication.  Knowledge of mathematical language, structures and operations will help students to reason, justify conclusions, and to express their ideas clearly.  Students also use mathematics in connection with technology and in their daily lives.
Mathematics is also an essential learning tool.  Students will identify relationships between mathematical concepts and everyday situations.  They will make connections mathematics and other subject areas.  When they do this, they gain the ability to use mathematics to extend and apply their knowledge in other curriculum areas such as science, music and language.

Number Sense and Numeration Overall Expectations:

By the end of Grade 4, students will:

• read, represent, compare, and order whole numbers to 10 000, decimal numbers to tenths,

and simple fractions, and represent money amounts to $100;

• demonstrate an understanding of magnitude by counting forward and backwards by 0.1 and

by fractional amounts;

• solve problems involving the addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of single- and

multi-digit whole numbers, and involving the addition and subtraction of decimal numbers

to tenths and money amounts, using a variety of strategies;

• demonstrate an understanding of proportional reasoning by investigating whole-number

unit rates.
Measurement Overall Expectations:

By the end of Grade 4, students will:

• estimate, measure, and record length, perimeter, area, mass, capacity, volume, and elapsed

time, using a variety of strategies;

• determine the relationships among units and measurable attributes, including the area and

perimeter of rectangles.
Geometry and Spatial Sense Overall Expectations:

By the end of Grade 4, students will:

• identify quadrilaterals and three-dimensional figures and classify them by their geometric

properties, and compare various angles to benchmarks;

• construct three-dimensional figures, using two-dimensional shapes;

• identify and describe the location of an object, using a grid map, and reflect two-dimensional shapes.
Patterning and Algebra Overall Expectations:

By the end of Grade 4, students will:

• describe, extend, and create a variety of numeric and geometric patterns, make predictions

related to the patterns, and investigate repeating patterns involving reflections;

• demonstrate an understanding of equality between pairs of expressions, using addition,

subtraction, and multiplication.
Data Management Overall Expectations:

By the end of Grade 4, students will:

• collect and organize discrete primary data and display the data using charts and graphs,

including stem-and-leaf plots and double bar graphs;

• read, describe, and interpret primary data and secondary data presented in charts and graphs,

including stem-and-leaf plots and double bar graphs;

• predict the results of a simple probability experiment, then conduct the experiment and

compare the prediction to the results.
Mathematics Classroom Focus:

	Report One
	Report Two

	Patterning and Algebra 

-Number Patterns -  Patterns and relationships, expressions and equality equations

Number Sense and Numeration 

- Quantity Relationships - whole number

- Operational Sense - mental strategies and problem solving

Geometry and Spatial Sense 

- Geometric Properties – 2D Construction, Lines and Angles, 3D Identification, 3D  Construction Congruency and Similarity

Measurement

- Attributes, Units, and Measurement Sense - Length, Perimeter, and Area

Data Management

- Collection and organization of data and data relationships


	Number Sense and Numeration 

- Quantity Relationships - rational number, fractions and decimals, money
- Operational Sense - problem solving

Geometry and Spatial Sense 

- Geometric relationships -3D identification and Construction 

- Location and Movement - Coordinate systems, transformations, and symmetrical designs

Measurement

- Measurement relationships - mass, volume and capacity, time and elapsed time

Patterning and Algebra

- Patterns in numbers and geometry

Data Management and Probability

- Probability




The Importance of Science and Technology:

Science is a form of knowledge that seeks to describe and explain the natural and physical world and its place in the universe.  Science is not only a body of knowledge but a way of knowing.  Scientific investigation involves exploration, experimentation, observation, measurement and analysis.

Technology includes much more than the knowledge and skills related to computers and their applications.  Technology is also a way of knowing and a process of exploration and experimentation.

Grade Four Science and Technology Units of Study:

	Report One
	Report Two

	Understanding Life Systems: 

Habitats and Communities
Understanding Structures and Mechanisms: Pulleys and Gears


	Understanding Matter and Energy: 

Light and Sound

Understanding Earth and Space Systems: Rocks and Minerals



The Importance of Social Studies:

Students graduating from Ontario schools require the knowledge and skills gained from social studies in order to function as informed citizens in a culturally diverse and interdependent world.  They also need to develop attitudes that will motivate them to use their knowledge and skills in a responsible manner.

The focus of teaching and learning in the social studies curriculum is on the development of essential knowledge and skills.  Social studies seek to examine and understand communities from the local to the global, their various heritages, physical systems, and the nature of citizenship within them.  They learn about Canada and the role of citizens in a democratic society within a culturally diverse and interdependent world.  They acquire skills on inquiry and communication through field studies and other research projects.

Grade Four Social Studies Units of Study:

	Report One
	Report Two

	Heritage and Identity: 

Early Societies, 3000 BCE-1500 CE
	People and Environments:
Political and Physical Regions of Canada


Visual Arts: 

Overall Expectations

By the end of Grade 4, students will:

• produce two- and three-dimensional works of art that communicate ideas (thoughts, feelings, experiences) for specific purposes and to specific audiences;

• identify the elements of design (colour, line, shape, form, space, texture), and use them in ways appropriate for this grade when producing and responding to works of art;

• describe their interpretation of a variety of art works, basing their interpretation on evidence

from the works (i.e., on ways in which an artist has used the elements of design for expressive

purposes) and on their own knowledge and experience;

• use correctly vocabulary and art terminology for this grade

Drama and Dance: 

Overall Expectations

By the end of Grade 4, students will:

• demonstrate understanding of some of the principles involved in the structure of works in drama and dance (e.g., variety, unity);

• interpret and communicate the meaning of stories, poems, plays, and other material drawn from a variety of sources and cultures, using a variety of drama and dance techniques 

• communicate, orally and in writing, their response to their own and others’ work in drama and dance 
• identify and apply solutions to problems presented through drama and dance, and make

appropriate decisions in large and small groups;

• explain their use of available technology to enhance their work in drama and dance.

Music:

Overall Expectations

By the end of Grade 4, students will:

• demonstrate an understanding of the basic elements of music specified for this grade through listening to, performing, and creating music;

• create and perform music, using a variety of sound sources;

• use correctly the musical terminology associated with the specific expectations for this grade;

• begin to read standard musical notation;

• identify and perform music from various cultures and historical periods;

• communicate their response to music in ways appropriate for this grade 
Active Living: 

Overall Expectations

By the end of Grade 4, students will:

• participate actively and regularly in a wide variety of physical activities, and demonstrate an 

understanding of factors that encourage lifelong participation in physical activity;

• demonstrate an understanding of the importance of being physically active, and apply physical 

fitness concepts and practices that contribute to healthy, active living;

• demonstrate responsibility for their own safety and the safety of others as they participate in 

physical activities
Movement Competence:

Overall Expectations

By the end of Grade 4, students will: 

•. perform movement skills, demonstrating an understanding of the basic requirements of the skills

and applying movement concepts as appropriate, as they engage in a variety of physical activities;

• apply movement strategies appropriately, demonstrating an understanding of the components 

of a variety of physical activities, in order to enhance their ability to participate successfully in 

those activities.
Healthy Living:

Overall Expectations

By the end of Grade 4, students will:

• demonstrate an understanding of factors that contribute to healthy development;

• demonstrate the ability to apply health knowledge and living skills to make reasoned decisions and

take appropriate actions relating to their personal health and well-being;

• demonstrate the ability to make connections that relate to health and well-being – how their choices

and behaviours affect both themselves and others, and how factors in the world around them affect

their own and others’ health and well-being
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